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Alplaus FD Engine 221 answering a call to a Rexford Smoke Alarm on 01-04-2010.
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Happy Valentine's Day
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On the Hill
It's still cold, still winter, but I haven't had to plow any snow for almost all of January.  That I like.  We'll probably get our share of winter storms yet.  At least the sun is creeping higher in the sky each day. 
   Andy Gilpin, ARA President this year, catches us up with what's happening around the village in his report below.  It's nice to see that the town is working with us to resolve concerns and issues that residents have steming from the sewer extension work.
   Judy and I personally have noticed and watch with caution a "winter spring" developing in our back yard here on Hill Steet.  This water has created a sheet of ice down and around our home.  Fortunately the swales we have established have kept the water and ice at bay from our basement.  This "spring" first appeared last year after the sewer extension construction on Bruce Drive uphill from our yard.  We have contacted Tom Cappola and he assures us that the town public works folks will put this on their watch list and see what can be done in the spring when the ground thaws and dries up.  We thank Tom for his attention to  our concern.

   Remember:  By the time you read this winter will be half over - Stay warm!...…..AWH
__________________________________________________________________________      ____ 
Alplaus Residents Association News
Hello everyone!  I have a few things to report on from the ARA Board's recent meeting and the goings on around town.
 Sewer Project:  The ARA Board has been working on follow-up with the sewer project and the Town of Glenville highway department.  The Town will be removing the barbwire over the pump station on Hill Street and also working on other issues that were brought to their attention.  It was mentioned that some residents might still have unresolved issues with their yards from the project.  If you have any issues please contact Tom Cappola from the highway department and he will look into the matter.
Kids Carnival:  The ARA discussed having a kids’ carnival in addition to the 4th of July Block Party.  The carnival would be held in the morning and early afternoon before the Firefighters Competition.  The carnival would include games, prizes, and fun for all.

ARA Annual Meeting:  The ARA Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 18, 2010, starting at 7 PM.  The Board will be sending the Town of Glenville Board Members invitations to the meeting. 
   In the past, the Board Members and Supervisor have come to the meeting and answered questions.  Please plan on attending and bring questions that you may have for the Board members.  We typically have 15 – 20 minutes for question and answer.  
ARA Elections:  The Board will also announce the “Alplaus Citizen of the Year” at the meeting.  Further, the ARA will be electing the officers of the ARA Board for the year.  Also, the Board will be holding a brief meeting after as well.

ARA Volunteer Opportunities:  The ARA Board is always looking for individuals willing to help with ARA business.  If you would like to volunteer for specific activities, events, or to help as member of the Board, please contact me at gilp18@hotmail.com.   It is a great way to help with the community and the time commitment is low.

   Thank you everyone and if you have anything that you think would be important for the ARA Board to deal with please email me.

   Andy Gilpin
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Alplaus Fire Department News

Annual Installation & Awards Banquet





by Mike Sheppeck, AFD Historian
The Alplaus Volunteer Fire Company will hold the Annual Installation and Awards Banquet on Saturday, February 6th, at the Edison Club, beginning at 5:30pm.  At this event the elected Officers will be recognized and awards and honors for last year’s efforts will be announced.

Social Officers for 2010 are:

President 


Gary Hastings

Vice President


Alex Coppola

Treasurer


Joseph Beaver

Financial Secretary

Carl Nappi

Recording Secretary

James Palmer

Corresponding Secretary 
Scott Runkel

Statistical Secretary

James Palmer

Historian


Michael Sheppeck

Firematic Officers for 2010 are:

Chief



Andrew Coppola

Assistant Chief

Kathleen Sheppeck

Captain


Michael Sheppeck

Captain


Christopher Breslin

Captain-Fire Police

Michael Cuoco

Lieutenant


Scott Runkel

Lieutenant


Nathan Boutwell

Lieutenant


Alex Lushpinsky


As for the results of the Glenville Fire District #2 elections on December 8, 2009, declared candidate Andy Gilpin was elected for a five-year term.  Donald Cartwright was elected by write-in vote for the second vacancy, with two years remaining of the term. Andy and Don join Mike Sheppeck, Art Harris, and Bob Mazur as the Board of Fire Commissioners for Glenville Fire District #2 for 2010.  Mary Breslin was appointed and sworn in as the Deputy Treasurer and Kathleen Casey was appointed and sworn in as the District Secretary at the organizational meeting, January 11, 2010.

Shawna Thompson continues as District Treasurer.


Join me in welcoming our new Officers and District officials as we begin AFDs 80th year of service to the community. 
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Alplaus Ladies Auxiliary




by Jill Batson

Once again our Annual Alplaus Chili Challenge was a great success! Folks came from far and wide to sample 20 different recipes. Despite the very frigid weather the community room was filled. This year the Chili Champions are:

3rd runner up: Gail Shakeshaft

2nd runner up: Kim Watson

1st runner up: Tamesa Casella

Grand Prize: Kathy Boyle for her “Garbage Chili”

   A special thank you for all those that make this event possible!
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   Our next meeting will he held February 22nd at 7pm at the Alplaus Firehouse. We will be planning our spring and summer activities, such as our Annual Flea Market and Garage Sale and our 4th of July Float.
   We are always looking for new faces and ideas - come join us!  If you have any questions contact Margaret at 399-7682. 

   Remember your sweetheart and wish them a Happy Valentines Day! 
________________________________________________________________________________
Religious-Based Campership Scholarships Available




by Pastor Carl
Summer camps play a valuable role in a child’s life. The Alplaus United Methodist Church and the Alplaus Residents Association have a scholarship fund to help finance the attendance at religious-based summer camps for children who live in our town or who attend the Alplaus United Methodist Church. 
   If your family would like help financing a camp experience for any of your children this summer, please contact Barb Trask at 399-6454 or at dtrask1@nycap.rr.com to receive an application.
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Alplaus Bird Line

 



by Shawna Thompson
Bird watching is one of those hobbies that can be done with very simple equipment- a birdfeeder and a window, with possibly a pair of binoculars and a field guide. Or it can be enjoyed with all the latest gadgets, scopes and books, with airline tickets to destinations around the world. 
   Six-year old Christopher Sparano is a new-comer to this activity, having been introduced to it by his first-grade teacher, Mrs. Weber. Christopher asked for a bird feeder for Christmas, and is enjoying watching all his visitors. To date, he has seen 10 different kinds of birds: 
1) Chickadees
2) Tufted Titmice
3) Golden Finches (males in their winter coats)
4) Male and female Cardinals
5) Juncos

6) Downy Woodpeckers
7) Nuthatches
8) House Finches
9) Blue Jays
10) Sparrows
   His father reports that Christopher is really enjoying his new hobby, and I hope it brings him many enjoyable years of fun and learning! You will probably be reading about more of his sightings in future issues of the Home Town News. I also want to thank Mrs. Weber for introducing her students to the world of bird watching.

   Jessica Evans was delighted to see three different kinds of Woodpeckers on her Maple tree at once when a Hairy, a Downy and a Red-bellied all showed up at the same time. The Downy Woodpecker, which is the smallest of the three, can manage to get onto the small tube feeder she has and access the seed there. The Red-bellied is much more notable for its red head than for the bit of color on its belly, but there is another woodpecker called the Red-Headed that has a completely red head, so that name was already taken. Jessica said the red on the nape of the Red-bellied Woodpecker looks so much like velvet that she'd like to reach out to stroke it. 

   Look out your window and see what's there, then call the Bird Line at 399-0490 or e-mail me at swanalaka@aol.com and share it with the rest of us.

________________________________________________________________________________
  

Alplaus History Talk - The Boyce Store



by Cliff Hayes
311 Alplaus Avenue, the building currently housing the Alplaus Post Office, is celebrating its 100th birthday this year.  A talk about the original owner and occupant of the building - Jacob Boyce and the Jacob Boyce Store - is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, February 27, 1-3 PM at the post office.  Look for a confirmation of this date at the Alplaus Post Office.

   Merrill Negus, grandson of the original owner will be the guest speaker. This event will be open to the general public. 
Notes from the Only Church in Alplaus
The other morning I heard sirens and the loud honking of a fire truck just after dawn, so I looked out to see what was going on.  Fortuitously, the cacophony had drawn my attention outdoors at just the right time.  A red fox was crossing Rivercrest Drive and I watched as it crossed the yard, passed through the line of brush, and skirted Jack Nickerson’s pond heading down the hill toward Rexford.  I added this sighting to the list of wildlife we’ve seen in the yard and pond since we moved here 2½  years ago  -  rabbits, lots(!) of squirrels, Canada geese, a beaver, gray heron, and mallards.  Not a large number or great variety of birds, though.

Yes, in the depths of winter when the temperature is frigid and the cruel winds blow, I’m a bit bored.  I can’t play golf, except on my Wii.  We haven’t had enough snow to keep me busy shoveling and snow blowing.  So I’m living in anticipation of spring.  You probably are, too.

For the church, we are about to enter a period of waiting, preparation, and anticipation - the season of Lent.  Lent begins early this year with Ash Wednesday falling on February 17th.  The Alplaus church will worship here jointly with Burnt Hills United Methodist at 7:00 pm on that date.  We will later reciprocate by worshipping there on Good Friday.  All are welcome to join us, of course.

Before then, there are two more events at the church.  Sunday, February 7 is Scout Sunday and the troop we sponsor (#3036) will be helping to lead worship at 10:15 as we honor and bless the work of the scouts and their leaders.  We think this is a symbiotic relationship, that it’s good for the scouts to meet in a church location, and it’s good that the troop helps with projects at the church.

The other community event is our monthly Community Luncheon, held on the second Tuesday of the month (February 9th this month) starting at about noon.  Attendance has been growing a little bit, but there’s plenty of room for more.  Midday on a weekday tends to limit attendance to retired folks and stay-at-home moms, but we hope that anyone who is free at that time will avail themselves of the chance to get out of the house and take a break.  Bring kids!  We love them.  They light up the lives of grandparents who miss their own grandchildren.  If possible, bring a dish to share - maybe something you’ve wanted to try out.  If you can’t bring something, come anyway!  There’s always more than enough to share.  The church always provides a main meat dish and there are plenty of casseroles and salads.

As we enter this prolonged period of waiting for the resurrection of the world and our outdoor lives, we hope you find significant activities which enrich your lives. And that you use this period of enforced idleness to think about what it is you are living in anticipation of.  God bless.
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The Helms Family & Alplaus



by Cliff Hayes

With the passing this past October of a boyhood friend, Robert Helms, it’s time to recapture the life of the Helms family in Alplaus.

Anna Helms and her four sons came to Alplaus in 1912 when the village was converting from farming to a bedroom community.  Anna, who lost her husband to a sudden illness the year prior, was born in Holland; came to her adopted town by way of Schenectady and Patterson, N J.  ‘Granny Helms’ settled at #1-2nd Street and rapidly became involved in church activities such as ‘head chef’ of the annual clambakes and chicken suppers.  Doug Clements, another boyhood friend, mentioned that ‘granny’ always provided home baked cookies when kids were playing in the Helms backyard. 
Wurther, the oldest son, left the family nest shortly after arriving in Alplaus as he secured employment with GE in Schenectady, then serving in WWI and later moving to the west coast.

The two youngest sons, Charles & Gilbert, were raised in Alplaus, attending the grade school, and were involved with various community organizations.  Charles was a member of the Christian Endeavor society; Gilbert later was a Boy Scoutmaster and served in WWII.  Both remained in the area for a time.

Frank, the second oldest son, who was a classmate of my mother in grade and high school, later would plant his roots in Alplaus, joining GE’s apprentice course, establishing a long career with the company.  In 1929 Frank married Ethel Ebinger in the Alplaus-Rexford parsonage.  This marriage produced two sons, Freddy & Bobby.  Frank was once president of the social organization of the AFD.  Freddy later would become a computer consultant with GE and move to Glenville with his family.

Pictured are Frank Helms and his 2 sons surveying the results of a mid-winter thaw and flood in 1942 with the old schoolhouse in the background.

Bobby, as a boyhood friend, was a mentor being the physically bigger kid, leader in Boy Scouts and kept the little kids in line.  Lynn Stote gave him the nickname of ‘Moose’ which he adopted graciously.  Moose, in the springtime would be the first to enjoy a swim in the creek as soon as the ice disappeared.   He would submerge under water on one side of the bridge and resurface on the opposite side.  The kids became concerned many times because those underwater activities seem like an eternity.  Moose many times enjoyed wrestling from Chicago, Saturday nights, received on the B/W television at the Hayes residence.  After a college education at Clarkson, Moose worked for New York State in the Rochester area, married and had 2 children.  He would proudly wear his Alplaus sweat-shirt upon return visits to his hometown.  He was famous for his ‘one-liners’ regarding historical notes of Alplaus.

Ethel lived in the homestead on 2nd Street, lots 20 and 21 of the DeForest map, until the mid 1980’s when she entered a nursing home.  The living members of the Helms family have been silenced after residing much of the 20th century in Alplaus.
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